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Kerr-Vance Academy’s mission is to prepare each student for college and a rapidly 

changing future. Our students are the leaders of tomorrow. At Kerr-Vance, we provide a 

personalized learning experience in a safe and nurturing environment. We are 

committed to providing a challenging and rigorous curriculum taught by talented and 

caring teachers. 

 

“I can’t believe that God put us on this earth just to be ordinary.” – Lou Holtz 

 

In this quote, Lou Holtz reminds us that we must continue to strive for excellence. Each 

person has talent that can be enhanced by learning and hard work. We must set the bar 

high to achieve our full potential. At KVA, we understand that our work must be focused 

on just that – helping each student reach his or her full potential. We believe that each 

student should be empowered academically, to serve, and to lead. We believe that 

students should develop kindness, respect, and become responsible citizens.  We are 

committed to ensuring that every student is prepared to attend the college of his or her choice.   

 

Together as a school community, we will build on the traditions of the past and meet 

the challenges of the future in new and innovative ways.  This handbook will assist you 

in becoming familiar with school policies and procedures.  Please read it carefully and 

discuss it with your child.   
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Mission Statement 
 

Kerr-Vance Academy provides an intensive liberal arts, college preparatory education in a safe 
atmosphere where all are treated respectfully.  

 
 Core Values 

 
High Expectations:  We will be results oriented, focusing on growth and improvement in 
student achievement and teaching quality. 
 
Student Engagement:  Learning is not an accident.  Teachers will plan and deliver lessons 
that authentically engage students at a high level by pushing students to extend their thinking 
and reaching beyond their current capacities.   
 
Intellectual Curiosity:  The school community values learning for learning’s sake.  We 
promote learning as the vehicle for which students are prepared for a rapidly changing world.  
Students are encouraged to take risks, ask questions, and take initiative.   
 
Citizenship:  The school community will think globally.  Students will become global 
citizens who make informed decisions, solve problems, and collaborate.   
 
Compassion:  The school community will demonstrate concern for others manifested in mutual 
respect, relationships, and service.   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS 

 

 It is essential in an effective school that parents and teachers work together cooperatively.  Both parents 

and teachers have their roles and responsibilities in this process. The following principles describe some of the roles 

of parents: 

 

 *  Parents are familiar with and supportive of Kerr-Vance Academy's policies and procedures as contained 

            in this handbook and all school publications. 

 

 *  Parents and teachers recognize that effective partnerships require mutual respect. 

 

 *  Parents and teachers communicate openly and honestly.   

 

 *  Parents involve themselves in the life of the school through active participation in social,  

            extra-curricular, and academic events.  

 

 *  When concerns arise, parents seek information directly from classroom teachers.    

 

 *  Parents share with the school any religious, cultural, medical, academic or personal information that the 

            school may need to work effectively with the student. 

 

 *  Parents will alert the school to issues and situations that come to their attention that may impact the  

            safety of the school and its students. 

 

 *  Parents provide a home environment that supports the development of positive learning attitudes and 

            habits. 

 

 *  Parents understand and support the school's efforts to teach good habits of attendance, punctuality, and  

            personal responsibility as essential to the educational mission of the school. 

 

A PARTNERSHIP WITH STUDENTS 

 

 At Kerr-Vance Academy, it is the responsibility of students and faculty to maintain a community of 

 learning and mutual respect. No rule book can itemize the totality of expectations which the school 

 has of its students.  The following principles are essential in our school community: 

 

 *  Students and faculty will be courteous and respectful to each other at all times.  

 

 *  Students must recognize and willingly accept the authority of teachers. 

 

 *  Students and teachers will be truthful with each other at all times. 

 

 *  Students will neither give nor receive unauthorized help with their school work.  It is the responsibility  

            of the teachers to see that students are aware of the rules concerning individual work on homework, 

            tests, papers, and all other graded assignments.  (Students will be required to sign a plagiarism  

     policy.) 

 

 *  Students will respect the personal property of other students and of the school. 

 

 *  Students and faculty will be conscious of and support the right of all people to live in a school  

            Community free of harassment, bullying, or teasing. 

 

 *  Students will commit themselves to follow the spirit and letter of school rules.  These rules and  

           expectations are enforced by both the faculty and the school administration.  
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Attendance  

 The classroom buildings are open at 7:30 a.m., and students should arrive no later than 7:55 a.m. Students 

should not be dropped off at the school prior to 7:30 a.m. unless the student is serving morning detention.  All 

students should report to their classrooms or homerooms upon entering the buildings. 

 

 Attendance in class every day is essential to a student's potential for success. It is expected that students be 

punctual and in attendance every day. Parents are expected to contact the school by 8:30 a.m. to inform the 

school when their child will be absent or tardy to school.  If your child is marked absent and the school has not 

been notified, then a call will be made by the secretary to see why your child is not at school. 

 

 Students in all grades must be signed in and out at the main offices if they are late to school for any reason 

or if they are leaving school prior to the regular dismissal time. Students in grades 7-12 must have a note from 

their parent or guardian to state the date, time, and reason for early dismissal.  In this case the parent or 

guardian does not need to come into the office to sign the student out from school; the student may do so on his/her 

own.  If a student is to be picked up for the dismissal, he/she may wait in the lobby area to watch for the person 

who will pick him/her up.  He/she will need to let the secretary know once their ride has arrived.  If the student 

drives, he/she may leave once he/she has signed out with the Secretary.   

 

 Students must be picked up at the close of school, and no students are allowed to stay on campus 

after school unless they are part of a teacher/coach supervised group. 

 

Absences (Grades K4-12) 

 *  Students are allowed 18 absences for the academic year.  Students who exceed 18 absences in a 

           specific course will not receive credit for the course. 

 *  Of the 18 absences, only 8 may be unexcused absences. 

 *  Absences will only be excused for a doctor, dentist, or orthodontist appointment, a court appearance, or  

     a funeral.  A note is required from the doctor, dentist, orthodontist, or court official.  

 *  In order for an absence, due to injury or illness, to be excused a doctor’s note is required.  (Notes must 

     be brought to school within 3 days of the absence.) 

 *  An absence will also be excused if the tenets of a religion to which a student or his/her parents adhere 

           suggests the observance of a religious event. 

 *  Students exceeding 18 absences as a result of an extended illness may request a waiver from the  

    Headmaster.  No waivers will be granted with total absences exceeding 25 days for the year. 

 

 The administration hopes that vacations will be limited during the course of the school year.  Please 

review our calendar  posted on the school website for  designated breaks and make every effort to schedule 

vacation during those times.   It is the parent’s responsibility to notify the administration and teachers in 

advance of days that will be missed so that make up work can be arranged.   

 

Tardies (Grades 7-12) 

 *  Tardies can only be excused for a doctor, dentist, or orthodontist appointment, a court appearance, or a 

    funeral.  A note is required from the doctor, dentist, orthodontist, or court official.  A tardy will also     

    be excused for a religious observance or event that a family chooses to have their child attend.           

 

 *   On the sixth unexcused tardy in a semester, will serve one (1) morning detention.  EACH  

            unexcused tardy after the sixth will result in serving a morning detention. 

  

 ***Students will be counted absent from a class period if he/she misses more than half of the class as   

     tardy or leaves early. 

 

DMV appointments are not excused Tardies or Dismissals. 
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Student Illness During the School Day 

  

 Every effort will be made to notify a parent, guardian or emergency contact if a student becomes ill during 

the school day. Teachers/school nurse will use their judgment to determine if and when a student's parents should be 

notified. The school nurse will communicate with the parents and document the time of departure. No student will 

be allowed to leave campus without permission from a parent or guardian.   

 If your child is sick, vomiting or has a fever, do not send him/her to school.  Children are contagious until 

they are fever-free, while off of fever reducing medications for 24 hours. 

 

Make-Up Work 

 

 Students are expected to make up any work they have missed for any reason. Students who have been 

absent are allowed the same number of days to make up work as the number of days absent. The work must be made 

up according to a pre-arranged schedule between the teacher and the student. Work not completed on schedule will 

receive a zero. The make-up period will begin with the student’s first day of return to school. 

 Student athletes who miss classes due to an athletic event must make up their work according to this rule. 

For school-day athletic absences, unless other arrangements are made, work is due upon the return to school.  

  

Absence for Semester Examinations 

 

 Students who must miss fall semester or spring semester examinations due to personal conflicts will need 

to make arrangements through the Headmaster or Assistant Headmaster well in advance of the absence.   

 

Attendance at School Sponsored Events 

 

 Students who request to miss school to attend a school-related athletic event must have a note signed by 

their parent, arrange in advance to make up all work missed , and have no failing grades as of that mid-quarter or 

quarter term.  Students who choose not to participate in field trip activities with their classmates will be expected to 

attend school or receive an unexcused absence.  Teachers will provide a correlated assignment to complete at 

school.  

 Students who are not present for an entire school day will not be allowed to participate in any athletic or 

extracurricular activities that day. The exceptions will be the excused absences listed above with a note. 

 

Parking and Traffic 

  

 Our number one priority is the safety of our students. Please observe driving courtesy at all times and obey 

the traffic monitors in the parking lot. Parking lot speed is not to exceed 15 mph at any time. 

 Parents are discouraged from parking to drop off their children as the school parking lots cannot, at this 

time, accommodate this procedure. If you must park your car, please park in the designated visitor parking spots. 

 In the morning, parents are requested to drop off students only from the inside lane in the front of the 

school. Students should exit cars only at the curb. 

 Parents visiting school should only park in designated parking spaces marked "Visitor". All other parking 

spaces have been assigned to faculty and students who must be at their assigned classrooms and work stations on 

time.  Do not park in the designated bus lane, in front of the bus or directly behind it. 

 Students seeking permission to park in a designated parking space on campus must have a form signed by 

both student and parents setting out the rules and regulations for this privilege.  Students must have KVA sticker in 

front car window.  
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Electronic Equipment 

 

 Electronic entertainment equipment including i-Pads, Kindles, personal computers etc. may be brought to 

school to be used for instructional purposes as deemed appropriate by teachers during lessons.   Cell phones may 

be brought to school but can only be used during class when deemed appropriate by teacher.  Teachers may collect 

cell phones before each class period in grades 7-12 and at the beginning of the day in grades K4-6.  Students who 

elect to bring their own device (BYOD) will receive a copy of the KVA policy and be authorized once the 

acceptable use agreement has been signed.  All students will be expected to follow BYOD guidelines. 

 

No student may photograph a teacher or staff member without their permission.  Similarly pictures of staff may 

not be posted on social media.  This will be treated as a major disciplinary offense. 

 

 

Dress Code 

 Kerr-Vance Academy expects students to be well groomed and appropriately dressed while on campus and 

when off campus representing the school. The school recognizes that grade divisions (Lower and Upper) may have 

age-appropriate differences in dress expectations. As no set of rules can cover all situations, the school reserves the 

right to define what is appropriate dress.  The Headmaster and Assistant Headmaster have the final ruling on 

what is and what is not appropriate attire at school. 

 

         *  No facial or tongue piercings of any kind will be permitted. 

         *  Hair may not be dyed unnatural colors; no designs can be shaved into hair; and no extremes in   

             hairstyles will be permitted. 

 *   Students must recognize that brief, revealing, or extreme clothing is not appropriate for school or 

             school-related activities.  

 *   Clothing must be free of offensive writing, graphics, and advertising of substances that are not  

       permitted on campus (tobacco, alcohol, or drugs, etc.).  

 *   Hats are not to be worn inside buildings on campus. 

 *   Athletic clothing, such as sweat pants or basketball shorts, are not to be worn during the school day. 

 *   Torn or frayed clothing is not to be worn to school, regardless of whether the fraying is intentional or  

             not. 

 *   Baggy or low-riding pants are not permitted at school or at school-related activities. 

 *   Tight or revealing clothing may not be worn to school.  Undergarments must not be visible.  

 *   Skirts and shorts must be an appropriate length.   Leggings are not pants and may not be worn as  

      such. 

 *   Tank tops, halter tops, or tops with straps less than one inch are not allowed. 

 *   Shirts must be long enough to cover the stomach at all times.  Students and parents are  

       advised to avoid short shirts which will inevitably violate this rule. 

 *   When traveling to away events, field trips, etc., students will dress at least as well as the school dress 

             code dictates and will generally be asked to wear nicer clothing. 

 

The administration appreciates the efforts of parents to support the dress code at Kerr-Vance Academy.   

  

  

 * Students who violate the dress code will be referred to Headmaster or Assistant Headmaster.  

 1st Offense:  conference with student, change clothing 

    2nd offense:  change clothing, parent notified, detention 

 Repeated offenses: Detention, parent conference 
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Parking and Driving Regulations For Students 

 Driving and parking on KVA grounds are privileges which demand responsible behavior to insure the 

safety of the school community. Everyone is expected to practice safe driving habits and to watch out for 

pedestrians, especially young children, at all times.  Students who violate driving regulations or who endanger 

others will be subject to disciplinary action and may lose these privileges. 

 

Students must park only in parking spaces in the student parking lot assigned to them through the school with a valid 

KVA Parking Permit displayed on the parked vehicle.  

 

*   Students should lock their cars while on campus, and they are not allowed to return to the parking lot during  

    class hours. 

*   Any student damaging, vandalizing, or otherwise violating a vehicle on campus will be subject to serious 

    disciplinary action. 

*   Students are expected to keep the parking lots free from litter. 

*   Buckle up before leaving campus. Do not carry more students in your vehicle than there are safety belts. 

*   Radios and stereos should be turned down and must not be heard outside the vehicle.  

*   All students must be appropriately licensed and carry appropriate insurance. 

*   Student vehicles are subject to search if there are reasonable grounds to believe that drugs, alcohol, stolen  

    property and other contraband may be present in the vehicle. 

*   Students are not allowed in the parking lots other than to come and go to their vehicles. To retrieve an item 

    fromhis or her vehicle, a student must first receive permission from a teacher or office staff member. 

*   No weapons of any kind may be carried in a vehicle. Violations of this rule are against state law. 

*   Students who speed or otherwise drive recklessly on or near campus will lose the privilege of driving a car to  

    school. 

*   KVA parking sticker placed in car on front window on driver’s side.  

 

Bus Transportation and Conduct 

 Students transported by Kerr-Vance Academy buses and/or vans are subject to the school disciplinary code.  

Students are to sit quietly and wear seatbelts, if available, at all times.  The driver of a school bus cannot be 

responsible for monitoring behavior while operating a vehicle.  Consequently, children who misbehave may lose 

their privilege to use this service or to participate in activities away from school. 

 

Field Trips 

 Field trips are a part of almost every class, club, and team.  All school rules apply on school-sponsored 

field trips. Any student participating in a school-sponsored field trip must have a signed parental permission form.  

General forms, signed at the beginning of each year, are permissible for most local travel, but separate permission 

forms must be signed for long-distance or overnight trips. 

 

Inclement Weather 

 In case of inclement weather or other emergencies, do not call the school. The “Alert-Now”  

System will be the first mode of communication for any school delays or closings. Closing schedules will be 

announced on local television and radio stations. All morning closings will be called in no later than 6:00 a.m., if 

possible.  If there have been announcements for inclement weather, please watch the television for developing 

events as our students come from a four-county area where one area may be affected and another not.  Any 

decisions made during the early morning hours will be made with the students' safety in mind. If parents are 

uncomfortable about the weather situation, they are free to pick up the student at their discretion or keep them home 

in the morning. 

 When school is closed or dismissed early because of inclement weather there will be no academic or 

athletic events that day.  If there are tornado warnings in effect, all after school activities, including athletic 

games and/or practices, will be cancelled.   
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Emergency Protocol 

 

 In the event of a weather or other emergency, the school will make every effort to communicate with 

parents as effectively as possible.  The priority in all such situations is the safety of our students and personnel. 

 In the case of a weather emergency closing, students and faculty will be notified and allowed to use cell 

phones as well as school phones.  In addition, the “Alert Now” system will be activated and the media notified.  

 If safety permits, driving students, buses and vans will be dismissed.  Siblings of driving students will be 

brought to the Upper School Lobby. 

 Pick-up of students by parents will take place in the usual pick-up points for as long as practical.  After 

about one-half hour, all students will be brought to the Upper School building and will be released from that 

building after most staff has been released.   

 In the event of a tornado, earthquake, or other emergency, the school will make the best arrangements 

possible under the circumstances and will notify parents and the media of the measures being taken.   

In the event that the school campus must be evacuated, the coordinating location will be the baseball field if 

appropriate.  In that eventuality, parents are asked to stay clear of the school property, avoid interfering with 

emergency personnel, and leave their children in the care of the school until the emergency is over. 

 

Photography Release/News Media Access 

 

 During the school year students of Kerr-Vance Academy will have their photographs or likenesses 

published in school publications (yearbook or newsletter), on the website, in press/media releases, and/or on the 

KVA Facebook page.  Names of the students may be published in certain circumstances.  On rare occasions a 

student could be recorded, videotaped, interviewed, and/or quoted by various types of news media.  Parents will 

sign a consent form to state whether or not their child may be photographed or videotaped. 

 

Student Placement 

 

 Kerr-Vance Academy cannot honor requests from parents or students for placement with specific teachers 

or in course levels other than those recommended by the faculty.  A variety of academic and other factors are 

involved in these decisions that are based on the needs of all of our students, in addition to the needs of individuals. 

 

Lost and Found 

 

 The responsibility for any item brought to school remains with the student. Valuable items, including large 

amounts of money, should not be brought to school.   

 Textbooks, clothing and other found articles are kept in the Lower School, Upper School and Gym offices. 

If a student loses an article, he or she should report it to a teacher or one of the Office Secretaries immediately.  

 Lost and found articles will be advertised in the Day Notes and/or displayed in the lobby area of the Upper 

and Lower Schools several times during the year.  All items not claimed will be delivered to a charity. 

 

Medication 

 

 No medication will be given to a child without parental permission. If a student must bring a prescription 

medicine to school, the school nurse must be notified. Kerr-Vance Academy requires disclosure of a student's 

medical history/condition that requires medication and/or monitoring by school staff or that affects learning 

outcomes. These conditions may include, but are not limited to, asthma, attention deficit disorder, diabetes and 

seizure or personality disorders. Kerr-Vance Academy has adopted a Blood Pathogen Policy which is on file in the 

Upper School Office. 

 

Parent Conferences and Phone Calls 

 

Parents may make appointments for conferences with teachers, counselors and other administrative staff members 

by telephoning the school at (252) 492-0018. Many of our teachers use e-mail and will notify parents if this is an 

effective means of communication for them. Parents should not telephone teachers at home during evening 

hours. 
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Address or Family Status Changes 

 

 Parents are requested to notify the school office, as soon as possible, whenever telephone numbers, 

home address, or e-mail address have changed. Similarly, it is in the student's interest that the school be 

informed of any change in family status. 

 

Fundraising 

 At times, the school or student clubs will conduct fundraising events in which students will be encouraged 

to actively participate. No fundraising activities may call on students to sell or solicit door-to-door. All fundraising 

activities must have the prior approval of the Headmaster. 

 

Off-Campus Lunch 

 

 Students in 11th -12th grade may earn the privilege of leaving campus for lunch when they have no other 

obligations. Club meetings, making up missed tests, etc. take priority over leaving the campus for lunch. 

 

 To participate in off-campus lunch, students must be in good academic standing and must have a 

satisfactory disciplinary record. Parental permission must be on file in the Upper School Office. Students are not 

permitted to leave the Henderson area without permission of the Headmaster or Assistant Headmaster. 

 

  Textbooks 

 

 Textbooks are furnished without cost to students for the school year.  Students are responsible for keeping 

and returning issued textbooks. Damaged or lost books must be paid for at the end of the school year or at the time 

of the loss or damage.   "Consumable" workbooks and materials which cannot be reused are charged to the 

student.  Students should check the Upper School Office for lost textbooks.  (Parents in the Upper and Middle 

Schools may wish to consider buying their textbooks so that their children may take notes in the text itself.)  * 

Students taking AP classes are required to purchase textbooks for each AP class.  

 

Visitors 

 

 All visitors must obtain a visitor’s pass from the appropriate office.  Parents are welcome to visit the 

school but should always sign in at the Lower or Upper School Office first.  Other visitors, including students 

from other schools, may not visit the school or be in the school parking lots during the school day.  Any 

person not following the guidelines for visitors will be banned from campus visitations.  The safety of our students 

is a priority. 

 

 

Telephone Use 

 Students are not generally allowed to make telephone calls from school except for important 

communications with their families.  

 

 In the event of illness or an emergency, the school secretary will assist the student in calling the parent. 

School phones cannot be used for making social calls.  

 

 Except in an emergency, students and teachers will not be called from class to receive a phone call.  

Messages will be relayed to the students and teachers between classes. 

 

Cafeteria 

 Students will pay for meals by cash each day.  Students in K4 through the 6th grade will preorder meals 

each morning.  Daily snacks in grade K4-6th grade are under the direction and discretion of the teacher.  High 

school students who eat in other parts of the school are responsible for all trash.  
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Student Records Policy 

 

 The school maintains a cumulative educational record for each student. This record contains important 

information such as personal data, health records, attendance reports, standardized test results, and subject area 

grades. 

 A student's educational record is confidential and only available to parents and to school officials. The 

parent may receive an unofficial copy of the records if requested in writing. 

 Records, or portions of records, shall be sent to other educational agencies to which the student is seeking 

to enroll upon written request of the parent.  All financial obligations to the school must be paid for records to be 

sent. 

 Faculty and school recommendations for students applying for college admission, transfer, or any other 

purpose will be sent upon written request of the parent or guardian of a child.  These recommendations are 

confidential between the school and the agency to which the recommendation is being sent and will be sent directly 

from the school. 

 Unless specifically requested by a college or other agency on a recommendation requested by the parent, 

the school does not release any disciplinary records of its students.  

 Final grades for students going to college or transferring schools will be released only after all financial 

obligations are met. 

 

Admission Policies 

 

 Kerr-Vance Academy pursues a non-discriminatory admissions policy. Diversity in the student body 

reflects an appreciation for the variety of ethnic and socioeconomic backgrounds and their contribution to the 

student body and school climate.  

  

 Students who have learning and attention difficulties may be admitted provided it is within the capability of 

the school to provide the resources and programs needed for each student. Each student who attends Kerr-Vance  

Academy is expected to complete a college-preparatory curriculum. 

  

 Siblings of currently enrolled students and faculty/staff children receive special consideration in the 

admissions process. To avail themselves of this priority, parents must apply well ahead of the time for regular 

admission.  A limited amount of need-based financial aid is available. Parents should contact the business office to 

request application forms. 

 

 A limited amount of financial aid is available for families whose resources would otherwise preclude a 

strong student from attending KVA.  These scholarships are based on financial need as demonstrated by the School 

Scholarship Service.  Forms and instructions are available through the Business Office. No athletic scholarships 

are given at KVA.  We accept NC Opportunity Scholarship recipients.   

 

 College Counseling 

 

 College Counseling is under the direction of the College Counselor, Camilla Rogers. The counseling 

program begins with parents and students in the ninth grade and continues through the end of the senior year for 

graduates. The counselor and the Headmaster work closely with students and parents to insure that every student is 

able to attend the college or university most appropriate for them. 

 

 The counselor maintains contact with a national range of colleges and universities, provides college 

research resources, and personally monitors each student’s application process. 

 

 The counselor will work with students and parents to arrange college visits by juniors and seniors as well as  

on-campus visits by college representatives. Students are allowed to miss classes for these visits with the prior 

permission of the college counselor who will grant permission for two visits junior year and two visits senior year. 

No other college visit days will be allowed.  Excused absences for college visitations require the student to have a 

scheduled appointment with the college admissions office at the college to be visited.    
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Course Offerings and Placement 

 

 The school has designed a college-preparatory curriculum appropriate for students with a wide range of 

abilities and skills. Placement in courses and sections is determined by the school both to meet the needs of 

individual students and to insure the best education for all. Ability grouping takes place in heterogeneous classrooms 

in the Lower School to insure that each student is challenged and supported. 

 

 The Upper Schools offer three levels of courses in most subjects. These levels are college preparatory, 

honors, and Advanced Placement.  Placement in these sections is based on intellectual ability, previously 

demonstrated performance, developmental readiness, and motivation. Every effort is made to allow students over 

time to move from one level to another when circumstances warrant. 

 

College Preparatory Level:  The purpose of the courses at this level is to prepare students for the demands of 

college level work. Students should have a good background of information in the subject area and must be able to 

work independently. 

 . 

Honors Level:  The purpose of Honors level courses is to prepare and evaluate the potential of students to enter 

the challenging areas of Advanced Placement courses offered in the last three years of secondary school. KVA's 

Honors program is rigorous and keeps our students competitive with other academically challenging schools. 

 

Advanced Placement Level:  The purpose of the Advanced Placement courses is to offer students the stimulating 

challenge of college-level study culminating in an examination that measures college-level achievement. These are 

extremely challenging courses and require a heavy commitment of time by even the most gifted students. 

Students who enroll in an AP course are required to pay for and take the final AP examination unless exempted by 

the teacher and the Headmaster for extenuating circumstances.  Students are required to purchase textbooks for 

these classes.  

 

GPA and Class Rank 

 

 A student's grade-point-average (GPA) is based on the end-of-year average of all courses taken at KVA. It 

is weighted to recognize the levels of difficulty of Honors and AP courses. The cumulative GPA is the figure used 

by most colleges in their admissions process. Grades for online courses are included in the GPA.  

 

 Advanced Placement and Honors course scores are weighted. In AP, a final grade of 77 or better will 

receive two additional quality points. In Honors courses, a grade of 70 or better will receive one additional quality 

point. 

 

 KVA does not release the class rank of our students due to the effect of the small size of our student body 

on this method of evaluating students. 

 

Graduation Requirements  

 

 In order to receive a KVA diploma, students must complete the following number of credits which must 

include the courses designated as graduation requirements. In addition, a certain number of approved community 

service work performed during high school is required for graduation. 

 

English          4 Credits (English I, II, III,IV)  

Math         4 Credits (Algebra II, Geometry, 2 Math Electives) 

Science          4 Credits (Physical Science, Biology, Chemistry, Science Elective) 

History        4 Credits (Econ/Gov., World History, US History, Elective) 

Language        2 Credits (must be two levels of same language) 

Health and Physical Education      1 credit 

Other Electives           3 credits 

Total Minimum Credits        22 credits 
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Community Service (Grades 9-12) 

  

 An additional requirement for graduation is that each student must perform approved community service 

work throughout his/her high school years.  They must complete and submit a form documenting the work 

performed.  In addition to volunteering helping to build good moral character, colleges use this to evaluate 

applications.  Every student must complete a minimum of 60 hours (15 per year). 

 

Promotion Policy (Grades 5-8) 

 

 Retention will occur in the 5th through 8th grades if the following occurs: 

  1.  Failure of 2 skills classes 

  2.  Failure of 1 skills class and 1 non-skills class 

 

 Skills Classes (5th & 6th Grades):    reading, language, math 

              Non-Skills Classes (5th & 6th Grades): science, social studies, writing 

              Skills Classes   (7th & 8th Grades): literature, grammar, math 

              Non-Skills Classes (7th & 8th Grades): science, social studies 

 

Failure Policy (Grades 9-12) 

 

 Kerr-Vance Academy requires the successful completion of at least 22 credits to graduate.  At the 

culmination of five (5) failed high school courses, a student will be deemed academically ineligible to continue as a 

student at Kerr-Vance Academy. 

 

 At the conclusion of the sophomore year, a student must have successfully completed at least 11 credits 

including English I and II in order to be classified as a junior for the next school year.  Ideally, students will make 

up failed course work by re-taking the failed course at Kerr-Vance Academy.  However, students have the option 

to utilize outside sources for two courses, with no more than one in each core subject, with prior approval of the 

Headmaster. 

 

 

 

Elective Offerings provided at KVA 

 

Pre-Calculus   AP Chemistry  AP Statistics 

AP Calculus   College Algebra  AP Language and Composition  

AP Environmental Science Library Assistant   Journalism 

AP Physics   AP Psychology  AP US History 

AP Biology   Physics   AP Literature and Composition 

Art    AP Government US Spanish III and Honors 

Psychology   Advanced PE  Personal Finance 

Teacher Assistant       

 

Online Courses for 11th and 12th graders:  See Guidelines Below.  Each Fuel ed course = .5 credit per semester. 

Each VGCC course is 1 credit per semester. Students must sign up for two semester courses or one year long 

course and remain in the online class all year.   Students will have the same first 10 days of school to drop the 

Fuel ed courses, but VGCC follow a different drop-add schedule.   Online class Grades from VGCC Pathways 

program and Fuel ed will factor in to the student’s GPA.  See Guidance Counselor for further information.  
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Drop/Add Policy 

 

 Once the registration process is completed, the school will consider the possibility of schedule changes for 

a period no longer than the first two weeks of the school year and only for valid educational reasons. Such changes 

may be requested through the Headmaster by completing a "Class Change" form. The student must indicate the 

course he/she wishes to drop, the course to be added, and the reason for the change. This form must be signed by the 

parent before it will be accepted for consideration. On occasion, it may be necessary to schedule a parent conference 

to discuss the changes. No changes will be made after the last day of the first two week, except for extenuating 

circumstances. 

 

Examination Exemption – Fall Semester & Spring Semester Exams (11th & 12th grades only) 

 

• There are no exam exemptions in AP courses. 

• Seniors with an A average in a course with a total of no more than 4 unexcused absensces in that 

course per semester. 

• Online AP courses have a mandatory fall and spring exam so therefore exemptions do not apply.  

Each online AP course also has a separate cumulative AP Exam.  
 
 
 

 

Examination Policies (Fall Semester & Spring Semester Exams) 

 

 *  Exams  in grades 7 through 12 are given on a semester basis (mid-term and year-end). 

 

 *  A maximum of 2 hours exam time is allowed for each exam. 

 

 *  Students must remain in the class for the entire exam period. 

 

 *  Exams are to be taken at scheduled times only. Re-scheduling is only allowed for an  

          "Excused Absence" and only with prior notice from parents and approval of the Headmaster. 

 

 *  Senior students may be eligible for exempt status from exams if they meet the established criteria. 

 

*  Parents requesting a change in exam dates will be charged $100 per exam, which fee will be paid to the      

   teacher for the extra work involved with preparing an individual exam. 

 

 

Progress Reports 

 

 Parents will be notified through telephone calls, notes, or progress reports concerning the status of their 

child's grades. Progress reports are sent home at the mid-quarter period and are to be signed by the parent.  Report 

cards are sent at the end of the grading period. Report cards are to be signed by the parent and returned to school.  

Progress reports and Report cards are to be returned to the homeroom teacher by the date noted on the report card.  

One demerit is assigned for each day a report card or progress report is not returned. 

 

 

Extra Help 

 

 All faculty members have scheduled times available to provide extra help for students. These times are 

posted in the classrooms and are listed on the school's website. Students are encouraged to come for extra help 

during these times. Faculty may also require students to attend extra help sessions that take priority over other 

activities. 
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 The A+ Laboratory 

 

 The A+ Lab is an asset for all students.  In this computer-based classroom, staffed by a trained 

coordinator, students may practice remedial or advanced skills, take SAT training, reinforce foreign language basics, 

work to master skills being taught in the classroom, or practice many other academic skills.  Teachers may refer 

students to the lab, or the students or parents may choose to attend.  Parents needing more information are urged to 

call.   

 

Students with Special Needs 

 

 A student with special needs may be provided with appropriate modifications as recommended in his/her 

psychological-educational evaluation. 

 

 In order to be eligible for modifications, the student must have a learning difficulty diagnosed by a licensed 

psychologist or psychiatrist. The evaluation must be shared with and maintained by the school.  The evaluation 

must be current within three years and must contain recommendations for specific modification individualized for 

that student. 

 

 Modifications undertaken will be part of a management plan that will set out student and family 

responsibilities for success as well as those of the school. Not all recommended modifications are possible or 

appropriate in a college preparatory curriculum. Nevertheless, every attempt will be made to meet individual needs 

within college preparatory classes and a college preparatory range of grading and assessments.  

 

 Guidelines for modifications on national standardized tests, such as the SAT and PSAT, must follow 

guidelines set by the College Board and ACT. 

 

School Counselor 

 

 The School Counselor, Camilla Rogers, assists students in individual planning in order to help them 

establish personal goals and develop future plans.   Responsive services consist of prevention and/or intervention 

activities including individual or group counseling; consultation with parents and/or teachers.  Confidential 

relationships are developed with students, but confidentiality will not be maintained in cases involving abuse or 

danger to self or others.  The Guidance Curriculum consists of structured lessons designed to help students achieve 

goals and to provide knowledge and skills appropriate for their developmental levels. 
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Grading System 

 

Letter Grade Description  Numeric Average GPA Value 

A+  Excellent   98- 100   4.00 

A  Excellent  95 - 97    4.00 

A  Very Good  93 – 94   3.68 

A-  Good   91 – 92   3.38 

B+  Good   88 - 90    3.00 

B  Good   85- 87   2.68 

B  Fair   82- 84   2.38 

B-  Fair   80 – 81   2.00 

C+  Fair   77 – 79   1.68  

C  Poor   75 – 76   1.38 

D+  Poor   73 – 74   1.00 

D  Poor   70 – 72   0.68 

F  Failing   Below 70  0 

 

Honors Courses have a 1.0 Value add and AP courses have a 2.0 Value add to the GPA.  
 

Student Recognition 

 

 Honor Roll and Headmaster's List (Grades 7-12)  

 

 Honor Roll:  A student must have earned A's and B's in all subjects and at least one A in one subject. 

 Headmaster's List:   A student must have earned A's in all subjects. 

 

 The Valedictorian of the senior class will be the student who has completed at least two years at  

Kerr-Vance Academy and has maintained the highest grade point average during his or her four years of high 

school. Only courses taken at KVA are included in this calculation. In case of a tie in the GPA, the highest numeric 

average is recognized. 

 The Salutatorian of the senior class will be the student who has maintained the second highest grade point 

average during his or her four years of high school and who completed at least two years at Kerr-Vance Academy. 

 

 Honor Roll (Grades 1-6) 

 A Honor Roll:  A student must have earned A’s in all subjects. 

 A/B Honor Roll:  A student must have received at least one A in one subject and B’s in all other subjects. 

 

 National Honor Society Membership is awarded to those students who have been in attendance at KVA 

the equivalent of one year,  have taken at least 5 academic (non-elective) courses per semester, and have achieved a 

4.0 GPA or better for freshman and sophomore years  OR freshman, sophomore, and junior years. 

 Junior National Honor Society Membership is awarded to those students who have been in attendance at 

KVA the equivalent of one year and have achieved a cumulative 3.5 GPA or better for 7th and 8th grade years.   

 KVA Scholar is given to students who exemplify the highest expectations for academic achievement.  

The criteria are as follows:  a minimum of 22 credits (grades 9-12); a minimum cumulative GPA of 4.0 and a 

numerical average of 90; a minimum of 3 AP classes; 3 consecutive years in the same foreign language or 2 years of 

one and 2 years of another; 1 computer class, Art 1, and the minimum required hours of community service (60).   

 

 

 

Student or Parent Communication 

 

 Students and their parents are strongly encouraged to discuss any academic or social concerns directly with 

the faculty or staff member involved. Whenever a situation is unresolved or the student or parent believes that the 

grievance has not been rectified, they should ask to meet with the Headmaster or Assistant Headmaster. 
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Disciplinary Policies 

 A central aspect of the mission of Kerr-Vance Academy is to provide young people a safe and healthy 

environment in which to learn. This requires that all members of our community participate cooperatively in a 

culture that values civility, order, and respect for others. The school's expectations of students applies whenever a 

student is on campus, at a school function, or otherwise under the jurisdiction of the school. The administration 

appreciates the role of parents supporting policies and procedures that promote a safe and orderly learning 

environment for students.   

 

Minor Offenses   

 Teachers will develop clear expectations for their classrooms that maintain a safe and orderly learning 

environment.  Inappropriate behaviors and minor disruptions will be handled by the teacher with conferences, 

refocus, and detentions.  Teachers will communicate with parents so that both can work in tandem to improve 

student behavior.  Repeated behaviors will be referred to administration for disciplinary action. 

 

Minor offenses include: 

Classroom disruption 

Refusal to follow directions 

Off task behavior 

Out of seat or inappropriate movement 

Not being prepared for class 

Being tardy to class 

Use of profanity or inappropriate communication 

Not following BYOD policies 

 

Detention Assignment 

 

 Classroom teachers may also assign morning detention to students who misbehave or do not follow 

classroom rules. Teachers will complete a detention form and submit it to the Headmaster and will also send a copy 

home to the parents who must sign and return the form the next day. At least one day notification will be given to 

arrange transportation. Students who fail to attend assigned detention will be assigned an additional day of detention 

and may not be permitted to attend school until a parent conference has been held. Students are responsible for 

showing parents the detention notice. 

 

Major/Serious Disciplinary Offenses 

 

 A variety of actions constitute major offenses against the school's expectations for students. These actions 

will be investigated by the administration to determine the facts and resolution.  Based on the facts, the 

administration will assign consequences that can include: parent conference, detention, in school suspension, out of 

school suspension, or restitution.   Major offenses include   

 

Repeated minor offenses referred by teachers 

Vandalism  

Willful Disobedience/Insubordination 

Disruption of a school function  

Profanity 

Skipping class 

Disrupting School 

Disrespect to Faculty or Staff  

Inappropriate use of cell phones 

Use of technology for disrespect or disruption 
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Serious offenses involve behaviors that are potentially dangerous, disruptive, and undermine the safe learning 

atmosphere at our school.   The following offenses will be taken seriously and will be handled accordingly. 

 

Tobacco/Vaping:  Students found in possession or using tobacco products or vaping devices will be suspended for 

a period of 3 days.  Second offense: 5 days.  3rd offense: 10 days. 

Stealing: Students found to have stolen items at school will be suspended for a period of 3 days.  Second 

offense:5days.  3rd offense: 10 days. 

Fighting/Assault: Students involved in fighting or assault will be suspended for a period of 3 days.  Second 

offense: 5 days. 

Bullying/Harassment:  Students found to have  verbally, physically, or through the use of technology to threaten, 

harass, or create fear in another student will be suspended for a period of 3 days .(refer to policy).  Repeated 

offense: 5 days. 

Possession of alcohol, drugs: See substance abuse policy 

Possession of knives/weapons: Students who conceal or are found in possession of weapons will be suspended for a 

period of 3 days.  Pending an investigation of the facts, additional penalties may be added and law enforcement 

may be notified.   

Possession of a firearm/arson is a more serious offense and students will be suspended for a period of ten days and 

an expulsion hearing will take place. 

Any behavior that is considered a misdemeanor or felony will be considered grounds for suspension and 

expulsion.  The school will report to the appropriate law enforcement agency. 

 

Suspension and Grades 

 

 A student who is absent as a result of a suspension will be given the opportunity to complete class 

assignments and to make up tests, quizzes, or examinations for 80% of the original value.  The schedule for the 

makeup work will be determined by the Headmaster.  Teachers may, but are not required to, provide tutorial help 

for students on suspension.  

 

Harassment/Bullying Policy 

 In order to provide an environment of mutual respect, tolerance and sensitivity, it is important that every 

member of the school community recognize certain guidelines for appropriate behavior. Inappropriate behavior, 

either verbal or physical, that disregards the self-esteem of others is unacceptable. It includes unwelcomed physical 

advances, unwarranted verbal remarks, derogatory statements or discriminatory comments, threats, and bullying. 

Comments which are demeaning with respect to race, religion, ethnic origin, or gender are not tolerated at KVA. 

  

     Students and faculty should follow this procedure if they feel they have been harassed: 

    *  Let the offending person know you want the behavior to stop. Say ''No'' firmly. Do not apologize.  

    *  Promptly report the harassment to a teacher, the Headmaster, or the Assistant Headmaster.   

    *  If possible, keep a record of when,  where, and how you feel you have been mistreated. Include  

    eyewitnesses, direct quotes, actions, evidence and any written communication. 

 

Substance Abuse Policy 

 Kerr-Vance Academy will have a ZERO TOLERANCE Policy with regard to drugs and alcohol.   

Students found in possession of drugs or alcohol on school property or at a school-sponsored function will be 

suspended for 10 days pending an expulsion hearing.  The expulsion hearing will be conducted by the Headmaster 

and Assistant Headmaster.  In attendance will be the student involved, the parents, an advocate at the parents’ 

request if desired, and any KVA faculty involved with the incident.  The Headmaster will render an expulsion 

ruling within 24 hours.  Rulings resulting in a student remaining at KVA will require the student serve out the 

remainder of the 10 day suspension, and the student will be required to attend a drug and alcohol awareness 

program.  Failure to comply will result in a re-evaluation of the expulsion ruling. 

 Kerr-Vance Academy will be proactive with any family requesting assistance for substance abuse.  We 

will provide academic assistance allowing students the opportunity to seek professional help for the abuse.  We 

strive for excellence and will provide the assistance to allow all students the chance to excel. 
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Any student found selling or distributing drugs or alcohol on school property or at a school-sponsored 

event will be automatically expelled from Kerr-Vance Academy.  There is no appeal to this policy.  The 

information will also be turned over to local police.  Additionally, any student cited or arrested for a drug violation 

will be subject to Kerr-Vance Academy’s Zero Tolerance Drug Policy. For a student in grades 7-12 who tests 

positive a first time on a school administered drug test he/she will have a 10-day suspension from school, 6 school 

months suspension from extra-curricular activities, mandatory drug classes attended by parent and student, 6 school 

months suspension of driving privileges including off-campus lunch, mandatory follow-up drug testing for 12 

months.  (The violation is removed from school record by passing 12 monthly drug tests and attending all 

counseling sessions.)  A second offense will result in immediate expulsion with no appeal.  

For a student in grades 7-12 who tests positive a first time on a school administered drug test he/she will 

have a 10-day suspension from school, 6 school months suspension from extra-curricular activities, mandatory drug 

classes attended by parent and student, 6 school months suspension of driving privileges including off-campus 

lunch, mandatory follow-up drug testing for 12 months.  (The violation is removed from school record by passing 

12 monthly drug tests and attending all counseling sessions.)  A second offense will result in immediate expulsion 

with no appeal.  

 

Honor Code 

 Kerr-Vance Academy relies on an atmosphere of trust and respect for personal honor. It is a privilege that 

we can leave book bags in the open, use the hallways without passes, and trust the word of each other.  Lying, 

cheating, and stealing are real threats to that culture of trust and consequently will not be tolerated in our school. 

  

              Cheating is defined as submitting work that is not one's own. This may involve copying another 

student's work, procuring or giving information from any unauthorized source before or during a test or quiz, or 

assisting another student in cheating.   Students found to violate this policy will be disciplined.   

 

          1st Offense: Parent contact, zero on assignment, conference with headmaster 

          2nd Offense: Detention, zero on assignment/redo for credit, conference with headmaster 

          3rd Offense: Parent Conference, zero on assignment, 3 day detention/learning plan 

 

 

              Plagiarism is defined as presenting someone else's words or ideas as if they were one's own. This 

may involve presenting exact word quotes from print or electronic sources;  splicing sentences from multiple 

sources without using quotation marks; paraphrasing another writer's thoughts without a citation; or presenting a 

paper or project partially or entirely completed by someone else as one’s own work. The Internet is a valuable tool 

in aiding students to find information swiftly, but it can invite students to copy materials, which is plagiarism. 

Teachers, especially in English and History classes, will clearly explain to students what constitutes plagiarism. 

Students and parents will be required to sign a plagiarism form. Consequently, feigned ignorance of the rules of 

citation is not a defense against this offense. The student who plagiarizes will receive a zero on that assignment and 

whatever additional punishment is assigned by the school. 

 

 Stealing is defined as taking someone else's property without prior permission. Excuses that one only 

borrowed something and forgot to return, or that the theft was only a prank do not excuse the seriousness of taking 

another's property. Stealing is a very major offense against the school and will be dealt with as such. 

 

 Lying is any deliberate attempt to avoid telling the truth or to intentionally deceive another person. Lying 

to a teacher or staff member is a very serious offense against the school. 
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Technology Policies 

Computer labs are available at Kerr-Vance Academy to enhance each student's education by facilitating resource 

sharing, innovation, and communication. It is incumbent on each student to use our technology resources in 

accordance with the KVA Acceptable Use Policy outlined below.  All users should keep in mind that when they 

use the KVA Intranet or the Internet, they are entering a global community, and any actions taken by them will 

reflect upon the school as a whole. As such, all users must behave in an ethical and legal manner.  Additionally, 

students are encouraged to bring their own devices that will also fall under school guidelines for use during the 

instructional day.  Giving or receiving aid using the internet or other technology will be considered a violation 

of the Honor Code. 
 

*  Users must respect the property of others. Users shall not intentionally obtain copies of or modify files,  

   passwords, or data that belong to anyone else. No one should represent him/herself as someone else by using 

   another's account. 

 

*  Users must respect the legal protection provided by copyright license to programs, books, articles, and data. 

 

*  Users must respect the integrity of computing systems; for example, no one should develop programs that 

   harass other users, or attempt to infiltrate a computer or computing system. Infractions include, but are not 

   limited to, viruses, forging e-mail, hacking of any sort, and attempting to use administrative commands. 

 

*  Users must operate within the confines of the KVA filter and will in no way use proxies or any other means of  

   bypassing the system filter to access blocked sites. Nor will users attempt to undermine network security,  

   impair functionality of the network, or bypass restrictions set by the network administrators. 

 

*  No advertising for non-school-related activities, advocacy of causes, or campaigns for political office are  

   allowed through the network. 

 

*  The sending of "chain letters" or mass-mailings is considered a misuse of the system and will result in the loss of 

   the user's privileges.  "Chats" and interactive games are not acceptable uses of the school Internet. 

 

*  Permission of the supervising staff member must be obtained before downloading files. 

 

*  Users must not access, upload, download, or distribute pornographic, obscene, or sexually-explicit material. 

 

*  Users must not use any file sharing or peer-to-per software while at school or on the network. 

 

*  Bringing diskettes or CDs of personal software, games and music is not allowed.  Installation or distribution of  

   unlicensed or illegal software is not permitted.   

 

*  Personal computers used at school on the KVA network must have an installed and updated anti-virus software  

   Program.  Printers are for bona-fide course work only. Use of school printers for personal work or     

   entertainment is not  allowed.     

 

*  Intentional damage to computers or other hardware or software caused by a student will be the student’s and  

   his/ her family's financial responsibility.  Users must not use language that is abusive, profane, or sexually  

   offensive. 

 

*  With due regard to the right of privacy of users and the confidentiality of their data, KVA reserves the right to  

   suspend or modify Internet access privileges, and to examine files, passwords, accounting information, printouts, 

   tapes, and any other material that may aid in maintaining the integrity and efficient operation of a computing  

   system. 

 

*  KVA will not be responsible for the accuracy, nature, or quality of any information transferred over the Internet. 

   Use of any information obtained via the Internet is at the user's own risk. 

 

*  KVA will not be responsible for any costs, liabilities, or damages users may incur as a result of using the  

   Internet, including, but not limited to, loss or corruption of data or damage to personal property used for KVA  

   provided Internet access.  KVA will not be responsible for unauthorized financial obligations resulting  

   from KVA-provided access to the Internet. 
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The Athletic Program 

 

 The athletic program at KVA is an integral part of the school’s curriculum, and students are strongly 

encouraged to participate in interscholastic sports.  KVA has a no-cut policy.  At the middle school level, all team 

members will be provided opportunities to play.  On the varsity and junior varsity levels, competition is increased, 

and all students’ opportunities to play are mitigated.     

 As representatives of the school and the community, athletes have a responsibility to demonstrate the 

values of teamwork, good sportsmanship and commitment. KVA requires a strong commitment from the athletes to 

be responsible for following all school rules and procedures and for conducting themselves as role models for 

others.  All athletes and parents will sign a Code of Conduct to be eligible to represent KVA in athletics. This 

contract will also explain team rules for practices, holiday expectations, participation in events, etc. 

 

Attendance 

 

 Athletes are expected to show a high level of commitment to the team. Illness, personal tragedy, required 

school events, and academic reasons are legitimate excuses for absence from practices or games, but arrangements 

for these absences must be made with the coaching staff prior to the activity. Events, such as family vacations, 

extracurricular activities and appointments which can be scheduled at other times, are not excuses for missing 

practices or games.  Athletes must be present all day unless they have an excused absence (as noted in the absentee 

section of handbook) on game days in order to be eligible to play.   

 

Eligibility 

 

 Student Athletes must maintain a combined subject average of 77 with no more than one failing grade per 

grading period to be eligible to participate in a game or tournament.  If a student does not meet these eligibility 

requirements, he or she may only participate in practices.  Reinstatement of athletic eligibility will occur as a result 

of a mid-quarter progress report if the report meets these guidelines.  The semester grade can supersede the quarter 

grade to allow eligibility.  There are no waivers to this rule.  Eligibility is determined for each grading period 

using the prior quarter’s grade and extends from the last grading period into the following school year.  

  

Expectations of Student Athletes 

 

 Athletes are expected to care for and respect their uniforms, athletic equipment and athletic facilities.  

Uniforms must be cleaned and turned in no later than three days after a season is concluded. 

  

 Athletes will wear dress clothes to school on the day of the game*. Dress clothes include shirt, tie, dress 

pants and dress shoes (no athletic shoes allowed) and appropriate dress outfits for female athletes. Athletes will 

leave Kerr-Vance Academy in Game Day Dress unless conditions at attending venues deem it necessary to 

wear uniforms for travel.  This decision will be made by AD, Headmaster, or Assistant Headmaster.  Any 

other arrangements must be approved by the Athletic Director. (*no shorts, no flip-flops, no “Crocs”).   

 

 Students must attend school for a full day in order to be allowed to watch or participate in practices or 

games. Only doctor or dentist appointments, family funerals, or court appearances will be permissible excuses. 

 

 If a team returns to Henderson after 11:00 pm, the AD may give permission for the students to arrive one 

period late to school the following morning.   

 

 All student athletes are required to travel to athletic events with the team.  Athletes are permitted to ride 

home from athletic events with parents after checking out with coach.  To receive permission to travel home with 

another parent or any other adult attending the game, an athlete must submit a written note from his/her parent to the 

Head Coach prior to departure. Athletes may not ride home with friends, other students, etc. 

 

 Student athletic conduct at other schools, on trips, and during games must be exemplary as the athlete is 

representing not only the entire team but also the school. Student misbehavior may result in suspension from all 

athletic participation as well result in other school consequences. 

18



Expectations of Parents of Athletes 

 

 KVA has a widespread reputation for good sportsmanship by our students and our families. Maintaining 

this tradition is a vital part of our athletic program. 

 Parents and other spectators are required by the state association to practice good sportsmanship 

and to treat officials, opposing teams, and other spectators in a civil manner. 

 Parents of student athletes are expected to support the team and the coach. Questions or complaints about a 

coach should be taken up with the coach privately.  There is a 24 hour buffer time after games for coaches. 

 

Sportsmanship 

 

 No player shall question a decision made by an official. It is the coach's responsibility to handle any 

problem that may arise during a game situation. 

 

 State athletic rules mandate that any player who is dismissed from a game is suspended for the next game. 

If a player is dismissed from a second game, he/she is suspended for the next two games. A third suspension results 

in suspension for the remainder of the school year.   KVA and the coaching staff reserve the right to suspend or 

dismiss any player at any time for failure to conduct his/herself with good sportsmanship.  The use of profanity by 

athletes and coaches is not allowed.  Fighting is never acceptable and will be disciplined under the procedures 

outlined in the handbook and by the AD or Headmaster.  

 

CIC Sportsmanship Code: 

 The Athletes and Administration at Kerr-Vance Academy and the Carolina Independent Conference 

believe in promoting good sportsmanship. We encourage healthy competition, which includes respecting officials, 

coaches, players and spectators before, during and after the game. Inappropriate behavior, including but not limited 

to, profanity, taunting, or blatant disrespect will not be tolerated, and violators will be asked to leave the event. 

  

 

Clubs and Student Activities 

 

 A major aspect of a student’s education at KVA is the ability to participate in activities outside of 

academics and athletics.  There is a wide range of such activities at school, and it is encouraged that all students 

become involved. The activities also allow students the opportunity to develop leadership skills as they mature in the 

programs.   

 

Student Government   

 

 Each grade in the middle and upper schools elects class officers to lead the grade for the year.  These 

officers, along with the presidents of larger clubs, participate in a school-wide student government council which 

coordinates almost all student activities. 

 

 

Every family of KVA will receive one Student and Parent Handbook.  However, for each 

student of KVA a separate form needs to be completed and turned in acknowledging that the 

student and parent have read and understand the contents of the handbook and specific 

policies.   

 

In order to meet the changing demands of a dynamic institution, the policies and procedures 

of Kerr-Vance Academy may be reviewed and revised throughout the year.  Parents and 

students should be aware of such a possibility.  The administration will communicate 

changes to students and parents through announcements, memos, e-mail, or regular mail as 

soon as possible. 
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Kerr-Vance Academy 

Contact Information 

(252) 492-0018 

 

Listed below are the appropriate contacts for various issues.  If you have 

something to discuss with a specific teacher, a message will be taken by the 

secretary or your call can be transferred directly into that teacher’s phone mailbox 

and he/she will return your call as soon as possible. 

 

Assistant Headmaster    Alison Short   Ext. 229 

School Secretary/Nurse    Stacey Cottrell  Ext. 230 

School Counselor     Camilla Rogers  Ext. 261 

Athletic Director     George Hoyle Jr.   Ext. 226 

Business Office     Jan Rainey   Ext. 234 

KVA Child Care Program   Christine Bennerson Ext. 241 

KVA Kids Afterschool Program   Anne Thompson  Ext. 271 

 

Please remember to call the school secretary, as early as possible in the school 

day, to report that your child will be absent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

A School Community Committed to 

 

Academic Excellence 

Personal Responsibility 

Athletic and Extracurricular Participation 

Moral and Spiritual Growth 

Citizenship and Service 
 

 

 

Kerr-Vance Academy 

700 Vance Academy Road 

Henderson, NC  27537 

252-492-0018 

252-438-4652 (Fax) 

www.kerrvance.com 
        


